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Behavioral systems theory is an outgrowth of a long process of searching for the
appropriate concepts and language for discussing open dynamical systems, i.e., systems
in interaction with their environment. As such, one can trace many of the ideas to
earlier and contemporary research in systems theory and related areas. In this context,
we would like to acknowledge the inspiration through the work by V. Belevich and

R. Newcomb in electrical circuit theory, by H. Rosenbrock and W. Wolovich, the
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